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Welcome to academic school year 2019-2020!
 I am extremely excited about this year and look forward to working with your child. The coursework will be rigorous and engaging, and yes, we will have lots of fun throughout the learning process!  My purpose is to get your child thinking critically about reading and writing, as well as preparing them for high school.  My expectations are high. I am confident that with hard work and determination your child will be successful. Below is the syllabus for 8th Grade. It will give you a general overview of what to expect.
Class Websites/Blogs:


Content-specific blogs will be updated weekly at a minimum. Please check it for an overview of weekly lesson plans, missing assignments, interactive activities you can do at home, classwork, special assignments, and different resources to ensure mastery of the content standards. If you are absent, please check the website first for class assignments. I will also utilize REMIND to update parents and students.
Course Description
Texts, Novels: 
· 8th ELA Springboard by Collegeboard - Consumable Textbook $82.82
· Various novels throughout the school year based on units.
Common Core Georgia Standards of Excellence
Found on https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Frameworks/ELA-Grade-8-Standards.pdf : The eighth grade standards are designed to prepare students to bridge from middle grades English Language Arts to high school courses that will ensure all students are college and career ready by the conclusion of their fourth high school course. 

Reading:

· A progressive development of reading comprehension will enable students gather more from reading the text.
· An emphasis on text complexity and sophistication in grade level texts will promote necessary rigor.
Writing: Focus on composing a range of different writings:

· Argumentative 

· Informative/Explanatory

· Narrative 

· Daily technology infused in lessons to enhance development, refinement, and collaboration in writing

Speaking and Listening:

· Will focus on speaking and listening in a range of settings, both formal and informal, in academic, small-group, whole-class discussions

· Will emphasize effective communication practices

· Will require interpretation and analysis of message as presented through oral, visual, or multimodal formats

Language:

· Will include conventions for writing and speaking

· Will highlight the importance of vocabulary acquisition through a mix of conversation, direct instruction, and reading

· Will require vocabulary to be addressed in context of reading, writing, speaking and listening

Note:  All GSE Standards are aligned with the College Career Readiness Performance Index Standards.
UNIT OUTLINE:


English Language Arts 8: Year at a Glance (Note, the pacing detailed is a tentative schedule, and may be changed throughout the year as needed; the blog will constantly be updated with any and all adjustments.)
Unit 1: This unit centers around the Hero’s Journey archetype, narrative writing, and visual techniques. Students apply their understanding of these skills and concepts by conceptualizing, drafting, visualizing, and revising an original Hero’s Journey.


Unit 2: Students explore and understand the Utopia that includes a novel study.
Unit 3: Students will examine texts that challenge to make a difference; they will read a variety of texts that show both the tragedy of historical events and the ways in which people reacted to those event
Unit 4: Students are introduced to the challenge of comedy; students will analyze the creation of humor.
ASSIGNMENT WEIGHTS:
Summative Assessments – worth 30%. This includes essays, tests, and project grades. Students will have a minimum of four summative assessments in a nine-week period.

Formative Assessments – worth 70%. This includes classwork, quizzes, quick checks, participation, and homework.

Grading scale:
 A = 90-100
B = 80-89
C = 74-79
D = 70 – 73
F = 69 or below
*It is extremely important that students do all assignments – and work to their best. If a student fails a summative assessment, they will be allowed to re-take it, but only one time. 

LATE WORK POLICY:


For every day an assignment is late, assignment is late, teachers may deduct a total of 5 points per day, up to 5 days that an assignment is late.  If after the fifth day the assignment still has not been turned in, the student will receive a failing grade until they make up the work.  Students with failing grades may be required to attend Saturday School for grade recovery, or before and/or after-school tutoring.  Students have until 10 business days to turn in work after the end of a grading period.
MAKE-UP WORK FOR ABSENCES: 


Students who are absent when an assignment is made will be given the same number of days to complete the make-up work as they were absent, not counting the day of return.  Make-up of graded work will be as scheduled with the teacher.  Students have until five (5) days prior to the end of the grading period to turn in missing work.  Assignments made or announced prior to a student’s absence, including tests/quizzes, that are due on the day of the student’s return will be due at that time. (Quizzes and tests will be taken with class.)  Homework and any other make up work will be accepted according to school policy. Students are responsible for requesting and following through on make- up work, not the teacher!!!
GRADE RECOVERY:
· Grade Recovery 

Grade recovery will be permitted on summative assessments only. The purpose of grade recovery is to give the student an additional opportunity to show that he/she has mastered the standards of the course. The following rules will apply for this process.

· To be eligible to take the retest, students must complete a process of remediation, including but not limited to Saturday School (if offered), before and/or after-school tutoring, test analysis, or on-line remediation.  The method of remediation will be determined by your teachers.

· Only one retest is permitted per summative assessment.  

· The retest will not be the same as the original

· Late Work Policy 

For every day an assignment is late, teachers may deduct a total of 5 points per day, up to 5 days that an assignment is late.  If after the fifth day the assignment still has not been turned in, the student will receive a zero until they make up the work.  Students with zeros may be required to attend Saturday School (if offered) or before and/or after-school tutoring for grade recovery.  Students have until 10 business days to turn in work after the end of a grading period.
· Make up work for absences 
Students who are absent when an assignment is made will be given the same number of days to complete the make-up work as they were absent, not counting the day of return.  Make-up of graded work will be as scheduled with the teacher.  Students have until five (5) days prior to the end of the grading period to turn in missing work.  Assignments made or announced prior to a student’s absence, including tests/quizzes, that are due on the day of the student’s return will be due at that time.  (Quizzes and tests will be taken in class.)  Homework and any other make up work will be accepted according to school policy. Students are responsible for requesting and following through on make- up work, not the teacher!!!
********************************************************************************

Cobb County School District and Griffin Middle School follow the policy below regarding placement in advanced courses.  Feel free to email or call me with any questions or concerns. Students are held to certain academic standards for continuation in advanced content classes. The information below explains the continuation criteria in detail.
In order to remain in any advanced content class, students must maintain a minimum of an 80% at the end of the 9 weeks. If the average is below an 80% at the end of a grading period, the student will be placed on probation. This probation continues for the remainder of the school year. If the grade drops below an 80% for a second time in the school year, the student may be removed from the class for one semester and must apply for re-entry.
Advanced Content Guidelines: The curriculum and instructional strategies for this course are differentiated in content, pacing, process skills emphasis, and expectation of student outcomes from the typical grade level course. Curriculum content has been designed for mastery and extension of Georgia’s state performance standards. This course is appropriate for students who have high achievement and interest in English Language Arts. The local school and the district have established criteria and guidelines that identify students, who will be successful with the advanced curriculum offered in English Language Arts. Students are placed in this class according to specified indicators of demonstrated exceptional ability and motivation. Students must meet continuation criteria to remain in the class.
   
Classroom Expectations:
Expectations of students' classroom behavior and academic performance are high.  Regular attendance is important for the successful completion of this course, and students with a high absentee and/or tardy rate may do poorly.  The following are the primary guidelines and expectations for this course and the classroom:
1.
Seating is not assigned but may be modified as needed.

2.
Tardiness is not acceptable behavior. 7 Tardies = Office Referral (School policy)

3.
Students will not be allowed to use the restroom during class unless they receive permission from their teacher. Permission to use the restroom is at the teacher’s discretion.  
4.
Students must bring all required materials to class every day.  
5.
Students will be expected to behave appropriately within the classroom and to be respectful of the learning of others.  Students who cannot behave appropriately will receive consequences commensurate to his or her level of classroom disruption.
6.
No food, gum, or drinks (other than clear bottles of water) are allowed in class without a written excuse from a parent or a medical doctor (mints/individual hard candy is fine). 
7.        Cell Phones are NOT allowed.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Academic integrity is a very important part of being a student of honor.  When assignments involve independent student participation, it is expected that students do their own work and trust their own learning.  Sharing work, copying the work of others, allowing one’s work to be copied, and cutting and pasting work from other sources without giving proper credit are all examples of academic dishonesty.  These kinds of choices are not acceptable at Griffin Middle School.  Behavioral, as well as academic consequences, up to receiving a zero on the assignment, may be imposed on a learner for academic dishonesty.

Cheating is considered a serious matter.  The parents of a student who has been involved in cheating will be notified, and the student will receive a grade of zero for the assignment and a “U” in conduct. For this course, academic dishonesty is defined as, but is not limited to the following:

· Copying anyone’s answers to questions, exercises, study guides, class work, or homework assignments which are intended to be done independently or allowing others to copy answers.
· Plagiarism: Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as the student’s own.  On research assignments, failure to include parenthetical documentation within the research paper will be considered an act of plagiarism.

· Looking onto another student’s paper during a test or quiz.

· Talking during a quiz or a test without teacher permission.

· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without teacher permission.
· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
This syllabus is a guide and is subject to change.
Please SIGN and RETURN this portion of the course syllabus to Ms. Cercone
1. I have read the information provided in the 2019-2020 ELA Syllabus and fully understand the expectations of the Eighth Grade Language Arts Department.  
2. I am responsible for the novel I take home, and I will replace any lost or missing novels.  I also have the option of purchasing the novel I am reading for class or the book I have checked out from the class library.

Printed Name of Parent/Guardian: 
_______________________________________________
Contact Information (Email and Contact#): 
_________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:____________________________________________________________
Student’s Name: 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Date: _______________________

Class/Block:   1st  2nd   3rd 5th 6th 7th     (circle one)
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Griffin Middle School


Grade 8 Advanced English Language Arts


Instructor: Lauren Cercone


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Lauren.Cercone@cobbk12.org" �Lauren.Cercone@cobbk12.org� (Best Contact Method)


Blog: http://www.acela8mscercone.com/


REMIND:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.remind.com/join" \t "_blank" �www.remind.com/join� Class Code: 81010
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